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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.08 pm): As I rise to speak to the estimates report for the 
Finance and Administration Committee for the 2016-17 budget I would acknowledge in the gallery one 
of my constituents, Mr Wagner. He is here to view this week’s debate and in particular the debate on 
the vegetation management laws that will be coming on Wednesday night. I know he is a fierce advocate 
for that matter. We welcome him to the parliament.  

I examined in the Finance and Administration Committee the budget estimates for the areas of 
racing and sport. I will start with racing. This year’s budget, carrying on from last year’s budget in relation 
to the racing industry, really sets out a budget which has decimated confidence in the Queensland 
racing industry over the last 18 months through the actions of this government and the former minister 
and the new minister, Minister Grace, following in the former minister’s footsteps. We have only to look 
back a little in time to see the actions that have decimated the confidence in Queensland Racing, and 
that is the sacking of all of the boards of racing here in Queensland by those members opposite because 
of the outcome of an inquiry into a misguided and very bad element in the greyhound industry. 

To sack the entire boards across three codes because of the bad behaviour of some greyhound 
owners, trainers and breeders has decimated confidence. It is only through the hard work and the 
dedication of those in the racing industry who have been determined, despite the actions of those 
opposite, to carry on with what they do in promoting racing in Queensland and in making a go of it in 
their industry that they have managed to keep going. They took more than 12 months to appoint a 
permanent board of Racing Queensland. Only recently in the last couple of months—in fact, a few days 
before estimates—there was an announcement that we would have a permanent CEO of Racing 
Queensland again after the former one was sacked some 12 months ago. How you can leave an 
industry that contributes so much without a permanent CEO for months and months and months is 
beyond me. It shows the disdain that the Labor government has for the racing industry.  

When we looked at the budget estimates we saw that the new integrity body set up for this 
government, an integrity body which is focusing on animal welfare and integrity in racing, is becoming 
a ballooning bureaucracy. We saw from the answers to questions on notice that were given that 
employment expenses are almost more than doubling from $5.7 million to $10.8 million over the forward 
estimates. This is a huge increase in employee expenses—a huge increase. Although the minister tries 
to explain it away by saying this is just because they are putting more people on to ensure the integrity 
of the sport and animal welfare, a doubling of employee expenses simply does not add up when put 
together with what they are actually doing, because the animal welfare and integrity line in their budget 
is not increasing that much at all. The industry needs to know, and the industry is worried that this is 
going to become another cost that will be a burden on the industry after 2019-20 when the government’s 
commitment to fund these costs expires.  
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We have also seen administration expenses go from $500,000 to over $5 million. What is all the 
administration for? That is a tenfold increase compared to the previous set-up for animal welfare and 
integrity in Racing Queensland. It is a cost that will be passed on to the industry. It is lead in the saddle 
bags for racing that does not need any more lead in their saddle bags going into the future.  

They have cut prize money for racing in country areas. They have cut prize money for racing 
across-the-board. Those cuts to country racing are going ahead. The minister says there is $2 million 
a year over the next four years to support country racing clubs to become more sustainable. We have 
no idea where that money is going, whether it is going to make it to country racing clubs or whether it 
is going to be spent on bureaucrats and consultant reports produced in Brisbane to tell country racing 
clubs what to do. The industry has no confidence in this government to support country racing in 
particular over the next few years. We on this side of the House have very significant concerns about 
the costs that have been loaded into the Queensland Racing Integrity Commission across the forward 
estimates.  

In the brief time remaining, I would like to touch briefly on the Sport portfolio in which we examined 
the Treasurer and the fact that in a number of regional areas around Queensland the ability of children 
to be able to access the Get Started vouchers of $150 has nosedived under this government which is 
very bad for participation in grassroots sports in Queensland.  

(Time expired) 

 


